What is Storm Water?
Storm water is water from precipitation that flows across the
ground and pavement when it rains or when snow and ice
melt. The water seeps into the ground or drains into what we
call storm sewers. These are the drains you see at street
corners or at low points on the sides of streets. Collectively,
the draining water is called storm water runoff.

Why is Storm Water “Good Rain Gone Wrong?”
Storm water becomes a problem when it picks up debris,
chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants as it flows or when it
causes flooding and erosion of stream banks. Storm water
travels through a system of pipes and roadside ditches that
make up storm sewer systems. It eventually flows directly to a
lake, river, stream, wetland, or coastal water. All of the
pollutants storm water carries along the way empty into our
waters, too, because storm water does not get treated!

Pet wastes left on the
ground get carried
away by storm water,
contributing harmful
bacteria, parasites and
viruses to our water.

Vehicles drip fluids (oll, grease,
gasoline, antifreeze, brake fluids,
etc.) onto paved areas where storm
water runoff corries them through
our storm drains and into our water.

Chemicals used to grow and maintain
beautiful lawns and gardens, if not
used properly, can run off into the
storm drains when it rains or when
we water our lowns and gardens.

Waste from chemicals and materials used in
construction can wash into the storm sewer
system when it rains, Seil that erodes from
construction sites causes environmental

degradation, including harming fish and ( ( _€=
shellfish populations that are important
for recreation and our economy.

222

Where To Go To Continve the InCormation tlow

Your community is preventing storm water pollution through a
storm water management program.This program addresses storm
water pollution from construction, new development, illegal dumping
to the storm sewer system, and pollution prevention and good
housekeeping practices in municipal operations. It will also continue
to educate the community and get everyone involved in making sure
the only thing that storm water contributes to our water is . ..
water! Contact your community's storm water management program
coordinator or the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection for more information about storm water management.

Contact Ed Pisani

Ridley Township
610-534-4806
contact@ridleytwp.org

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
www.dep.state.pa.us

“uEd Ysen & se pasn Swag wouy 3 wassad

O WIEIp WLIOOE B SE S axuioday oo yuesodw s3] 1suy paatan Susaq INOLIM TNE] PUE ‘LIDAL ‘SWEANS ©)

Ap3aup oF m uEsp sip st de Bupgue ‘g aumoid U UMOYS J9(Ul WEIP WUCIS U ] By Yool dew

UJEIP ULICIS B By JO SjdWie JIouE §i siy | wms/s Jamas WUCIS 1 o LB — Jaju] UlRdQ WLI0IS g

umlsmwwmm&mmmmm{m

1ad *ysen *sases) "Lip ‘aseasd o “Fa) pue 510 Jupjred se yons sacepns

mummopwmm&muumﬂppuldm mmmwm‘

“SWEANS PUE SIaAL ‘sae] 01 Apoadip se flam se waasds

JoMaS W0l 2 o1 siuEnjiod aingLauos pue yea| ues swansds sndes pausurew Aadosdw) aurs-Uo saisem

Armpues afeuenu 01 opum dndas 35N SIRUACIWCH Wass Jamas uLiols M jo Lied 1op] — waysds apdag g

easem AIEUES PUE J20EM WIens 1poq ALE oo paulisap wansds Jamas palnquuos € asey dew
SBRIUMULICD JOP{S “S3OUTISU) oS U] ‘sarsem Areyues AL o1 pausnasuos wasds samas B yEnoup |men

SDESHUISII] PUE SAENOY U SIA[I00 PUE S{UIS LU0 JITEMEISEAL WSS Jamat WIS aip jo 1ied 3o — ;upnrs

“S[ELRITW jo

Bursodsp AyeSag) 40 UPIp ULICIS B Pasn SBY SUCMUOS IO WSS uﬂmdatqpmanp'&nm
gmummmuwm!ﬂmgwnmmgwu wiss Jamas LLICAS B
wmpmmmqumwwmmmpuq =~ ERNQ JBMaS WLI0IS
moany ajdoad 39) 0 sadessaw  dung 3op o, UL [DURIS SBRIINUWED AUel) 351y
&lpqmvn ngsnmtmmrmtwwmmpm
meum“)’a}l qlpnuq Fuppluy wasds amas uueas sp o) 3upes) Suuado ue 51
sup 1 azi[Ta. 30u op apdoad “WANSAS JIMBS ULICIS L JO IIES —IDJU] UIEIQ WII0IS LAIM GIND °E
“Wnsks JAMDE ULIOIS DU 30U OF ME] A PamOjfe 5| ING LIEM

w035 30U 51 SUEIpAY 2.y wo.y pakesds JHIEAN WS JaMaE ULIOIS 3L Jo 1ied 10N — IUBIpAH Bty T
“weans

40 aaL ‘we] SUMBoad B 03 PUL] LR LWCJ) JANBM WLICHS BAUGD 1 PaSn Saumalp apnjau) os[e ues 3 Sadid
puncuBsapun jo 1S € 15n| 5| Waisks s e HURP ojdoad 150} WSS FMaS LIS BLR O 1] — 4P *|

:AAneg WD)SAS 19MOG LLI0)S INOYK IS3| 03 SIaMsuy

When It Rains,
It Drains

Understanding Storm Water
and How i Can AtCect

Your Money, Satety, Health,
and the Environment




Restoring Rain’s Reputation:
What EVeryone Can Do To Help

What Happens When I Rains? Test Your Storm Sewer Sysfem Savvy!

What does the storm sewer system look like in
your community? See if you can identify which
pictures are part of the storm sewer system.
{Answers are on the back.)

Rain is an important part of
nature’s water cycle, but there
are times it can do more damage
than good. Problems related to
storm water runoff can include:

Rain by nature is important for replenishing drinking water
supplies, recreation, and healthy wildlife habitats. It only
becomes a problem when pollutants from our activities like car
maintenance, lawn care, and dog walking are left on the ground
for rain to wash away. Here are some of the most important
ways to prevent storm water pollution:

Flooding caused by too much storm
water flowing over hardened surfaces
such as roads and parking lots,
instead of soaking into the ground.

Properly dispose of hazardous substances such as used oil,
cleaning supplies and paint—never pour them down any
part of the storm sewer system and report anyone who

z . does.
Increases in spending on
maintaining storm drains and . . .
the storm sgawerjystem that BN Use pesticides, fertilizers, and herbicides properly and
become clogged with excessive ﬁ efficiently to prevent excess runoff.
amounts of dirt and debris. A \

Look for signs of soil and other pollutants, such as debris
and chemicals, leaving construction sites in storm water
runoff or tracked into roads by construction vehicles.

Decreases in sportfish
populations because storm
water carries sediment and
pollutants that degrade
important fish habitat.

More expensive treatment
technologies to remove
harmful pollutants carried
by storm water into our
drinking water supplies.

Closed beaches due to high
levels of bacteria carried by
storm water thot make
swimming unsafe.

We can help rain restore its good reputation
while protecting our health and environment
while saving money for ourselves and our
community. Keep reading to find out how. ..

Report poorly managed construction sites that could
impact storm water runoff to your community. (See the
back of this brochure for contact information.)

Install innovative storm water practices on residential
property, such as rain barrels or rain gardens, that capture
storm water and keep it on site instead of letting it drain
away into the storm sewer system.

Report any discharges from storm water outfalls during
times of dry weather—a sign that there could be a
problem with the storm sewer system.

Pick up after pets and dispose of their waste properly. No
matter where pets make a mess—in a backyard or at the
park—storm water runoff can carry pet waste from the
land to the storm sewer system to a stream.

Store materials that could pollute storm water indoors
and use containers for outdoor storage that do not rust
or leak to eliminate exposure of materials to storm water.
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